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ABSTRACT

The dialogue gesture lyric drarmna was produced in 1960s in Warb:apola'area,
in Kurunegala district. From some kind of drama which was devoted to god in
Inidia the said drama drived in a short time it had been popularized and well
established in the society because the socio-cultural aspirations of the
contemporary society have been fulfilled by it. The drama caters to the timely
need of society and this drama came out in the period that had reawaken the
modern drama field. Before nineteen forties a folk drama tradition had been
buiit up to be enjoyed by the rural peaple. But after nineteen forties nadagam
and university drama and realistic drama had arisen and because of that
evolution of rural’ drama had been stopped. This social enviromment was
vulnerable to accept new rural drama trend. Said drama came and established
in the society under this situation. Authorship of it has not been attributed to
one person, but they all follow reputed common tradition in producing and
performing plays. It goes on folk tradition and based on plot familiar to the
rural people.

The plots of drama can bé classified as follows Ancient story, legend and
Jathaka story Historical incidence stories from old nadagam and folk-lore and
new creations etc. Aimost twenty stories have been used for their plays. All art
societies follow same tradition and a uniformed system. In addition to the
entertainment provided by this type of drama, it fulfills the broad necessasities
in contemporary rural society. Observing pre-performing and post performing
activities of the drama it can be realized that some aspects are connected to their
lives. Those provid opportunity for their creative works, team work, commitment
and leadership, public relation etc. So dialogue speech gesture lyric drama is
not only merely an entertainment item but it also is an art tradition connected to
the multiple cultural aspects.

‘Mr. WM Tissa Weerasekara. Senior Lecturer,BA (Hoas) in Sinhala (PDN) MA in Sinhala (PDNj
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