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ABSTRACT

In Japanese there are three main types of syllabary called hiragana,
karakana kanji. Obviously original Japanese words, grammar componenls such as
particles are written in hiragana characters. Katakana characters are use to
transcript loan words and proper nouns of foreign countries such as names of
persons, countries and other technical words came from overseas. Kanji
characters which are introduced from China can be used instead of hiragana
characters. Unlike other two characters, one kamji character expresses one
meaning, not a sound. However, when we write a verb or an adjective in kanji
there is a part for conjugate the particular verb or Adjective should be written in
hiragana these hiragana endings are called okurigana in Japanese.

Okurigana is complicated for the Sri Lankan students as they are not
very much familiar with this type of writing system. The method of writing
okurigana has a proper rule that can be seen clearly. The main purpose of this
study is to identify those rules and make a clear idea about the usage of okurigana

]Ms. Dulini Dilshara Jayasuriya, Lecturer (Prob), BA, (KLLN), MA. Linguistics. Japanese
Language. Department of Humanities. E-mailddandkdS@gmail.com
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FaGd @I 20208 (Reference )

www.konan-wu.ac.jp/~kikuchi/kanji/okuri.html
www.mext.go.jp/b_menuw/.../k19730618001 .html
_ ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/i% V¥ {4
‘'www.sharots.com/linkhtml/okurigan.htm
www.sharots.com/linkhtml/okurigan.htm
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