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ABSTRACT

Sri Lanka’s leftist movement has started the beginning of 30" century.
The main sources of this movement were rural upper middle class and the
children of small scale industry owners. They all pursued their higher education
from England and America, and they were influenced by the Marxist ideology
and came to Sri Lanka. Before they pursued foreign education they were
influenced by the Buddhist reawakening movement. In this paper, we discuss the
real picture from which these young crowds were influenced and in what form
their thought took place. It is also important to analyze domestic political
environment was formed 1o start their political life.

Sri Lankan student community and the Indian student community
worked very closely among the other students communities who studied in
England. They all were disappointed with the British Labor Party. Therefore, the
British Communist Party and the lefiist wing of the Labor Party had a clear
picture of the Sri Lankan and Indian students’ communities. It became a firm
bond as two leaders of British communist Party were Indians. Two Sri Lankap
students, Philip Gunawardane and Lesly Gunawardane were the members of
Indian communist students’ society in London. Most of the Sri Lankan students
had privilege to learn deeply on socialist thinkers and the theoretical knowledge
on Marxism. They all worked as members of the British Communist Party and
could able to get the practical knowledge on leftist politics. '

'Mr. IRGDJK Ihalagedara, Lecturer (Prob) BA (Hons) in History (PDN) MA (PDN) Modern
History. Department of Humanities E-mail: ihalagedarai@yahoo.com
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