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ABSTRACT

Diureemd, the Sinhala word for swearing is done in order to confirm the truth of
some statement made by a person. Among the Sinhalese community swearing is done
in many ways ‘scththai’, ‘ammapal’, ‘teviyampal’, ‘budumpal’ are some example.
Swearing is done with in judicial framewerk aiso. It is true that the word has a long
history. According to ‘Mahawansa’, king Vijaya had sworn on the third breast of
coven and promised to be loyal io her.

At present human beings have made a great progress industriaily and they depend on
the modern judicial system fo resoive their disputes and they depend on the modern
judicial their disputes and to get justice to resolve their disputes and to get justice done
according to the Roman-Dutch law, whick is praciiced today. The judgr:enis is
mainly the given on the basis of evidence. However, the faith the Sri Lankan people
have placed on traditional beliefs has not been diminished.Therefore, some peopie
challenge the judgment given by the court of law and put faith in non- visible
mysterious powers. Swearing is one such method. Just as eur ancestors the modern
Sinhala people too resert to swear in front of gods and bear the consequences instead
of the verdict given by a court of law. The study problem in this article is examining
why people believe in non- visible mysierious powers for a fuir judgment inspite of
having a very progressive and accepted judicial system in the couniry.

! Ven Galkulame Uparathana Thero, Lecturer (Prob) in Sinhala BA (Hons) RUSL, Department of
Humanities. E-mail: upad71@gmil.com
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