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Abstract

Padiggama Vanni Veddha village is in No.54 Hirallugama Grama Niladhari
Division in Medawachchiya Divisional secretariat of Anuradhapura District.
Padiggama village is extremely important in the discussion of Ethno
archaeology. Ethno archaeology can be used in the reconstruction of ancient
cultures. Therefore, research aims to conduct an Ethno archaeological study
of Padiggama about ritual beliefs. Research is extensively conducted on the
ritual beliefs of Vanni Veddha villages, but ritual beliefs in Padiggama village
are not a widely researched topic. Therefore, another research aim of this study
is to fill this research gap. The research problem of this study is to study how
the beliefs of the Vanni Veddha village in Padiggama can be used to interpret
the archaeological interpretations of Ethno archaeology. Both qualitative and
quantitative data analysis methods were used for this research. Special
research methods have to be used for Ethno archaeological studies. At first,
primary and secondary sources of literature written about the Vanni Veddha
people were consulted. After that, previous research into the ritual beliefs of
Vanni Veddha villages was studied. After that, field visits were conducted.
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Participant observation had to be used in field visits because of ethno
archaeological studies. The facts were studied by going to the places of ritual
belief and adapting to their culture. There are some main ritual beliefs in
Padiggama village. like that Deviyan mayam weeme shanthikarmaya, pideni
shanthiya, worship veddha kanda, woship of pullaar. We can study how the
young generation of Padiggama village accepts these religious beliefs a lot.
They do not accept these religious beliefs. Therefore, researchers have to
record these valuable Ethno archaeological factors. Moreover, valuable
archaeological interpretations can be interpreted wusing ethno
archaeology. Ethnoarchaeological researchers and other social groups should
protect these valuable ritual beliefs for future generations.

Keywords: Archaeological interpretations, Ethno archaeology, Padiggama,
Ritual beliefs, Vanni Veddha
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