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Abstract

Sri Lanka correspondingly used a community correction system,
rehabilitation, and severe punitive methods to control the crimes but, convicted
and recidivist offenders have regularly increased. In the last seven years, the
average of convicted prisoners per year was 30,000 from 2009 to 2016, and 50%
first offender 28.6% reconvicted, and 21.2% recidivists and in 2016 increased
to 30.4% reconvicted and 26% recidivists. Hence, this study mainly focused on
why reconvicted and recidivists increased while existing, community correction
systems, rehabilitation, and judiciary severe punishments in the country. Thus, the
main objective was to explore the causes of the increase of recidivists. This research
is heavily drawn from criminological approaches and the deterrence theory. The
study mainly based on official crime statistics and primary data collected through
the Interviews, case studies, and case history form recidivists of Bogambara prisonin
Kandy. The study shows that less severity of punishment practice in prison, rejection of
community or exclusion in re-socialization process, less opportunity for employment,
labeling as criminals, minor offenders socializes to be grave criminals and delay of the
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trial has been long-term caused for increasing reconvicted and recidivist offenders
in contemporary.
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