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Abstract

Chena cultivation is one of the earliest cultivation methods in the history of world
agriculture. This method of cultivation is carried out by sowing grain seeds on the
remaining alkaline soil by burning the forest lands. Many nations of the world as well as Sri
Lankans used this method since ancient times. Archaeological excavations have unearthed
pollen, fossils, grain fragments as well as paddy husk remnants that testify evidence for
the agricultural history of the country. Therefore, chena cultivation was carried out using
techniques that are adapted to the climate, soil type, and other environmental factors of
each ecological zones, used to minimizing environmental pollution and providing daily
food requirements of the people quantitatively and qualitatively and also contribute to the
economy of the state. Therefore, this cultivation continued to develop with the patronage
of the state until the 1960s. Specifically, indigenous knowledge systems in agriculture
were largely neglected in the modernization process of agriculture particularly with the
introduction of the technological package of the Green Revolution in the 1960s. Also,
Green Revolution principles incorporated into traditional agriculture in the mid-60s, as
well as the open economic principles introduced in 1977, are harmfully affected for the
traditional characteristics of chena farming and there were faded. Its results today are
reflected in various sectors, especially the health and poverty indicators. This accumulated
traditional chena cultivation knowledge is time-tested for a hundred thousand years in
the societal laboratory. Thus, the main objective of this research reveals the contribution
of Chena cultivation as one of the key sector in the economic management of ancient
Sri Lanka. The study collects data from the primary sources and analyzes the data using

historical-comparative analysis and content analysis.
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