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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to show the usage of the Cast System in ancient Sti Lankan
society. From the ancient time of Sti Lanka, it can be seen through the archeological
and literary evidences that Hindu cultural concepts have influenced the Sri Lankan
culture. Accordingly, the concept of Caste System has been in operation. It is clear that
the Four Castes similar to India have prevailed in ancient Sri Lanka to some extent. It
is important to get a good understanding about the word 'Kula' and "Varna'. In many
primary sources, the word 'Kula' has been used to introduce a family or a family unit.
There has been another meaning for the word 'Kula'. On some occasions, it has been
used to show the difference between high class families and ordinary families. Rich or
Noble families have been introduced by the words Kulageya, Mahakula or Isurukula.
These families are the units of lay life. This research will explore about the Cast System
in ancient Sri Lankan Society.
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