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Abstract

The main aim of this paper was to conduct an analytical and comparative study on teaching
methods practised in ancient pirivena education in Kotte Kingdom. The comparative
historical method has been used as the research method and Suttapitaka and epistles
(Sandesha Kavya) written during Kotte period have been examined as primary sources to
collect information. Research papers, articles and books written on monastery education
and pirivena education were examined as secondary sources to collect data. Data has
been analysed comparatively relevant to the comparative historical method. According
to research findings it was shown that teaching methods practiced in pirivena education
during Kotte period were very much similar to teaching methods used by teachers in
the present day school system. In ancient pirivena they had practiced student centered
teaching methods to enrich the outcome base education which was not second to the
present outcome based education. Modern teachers can learn positive aspects of these
ancient teaching methods for an effective learning teaching environment. Lessons learned
by teachers from these traditional teaching methods would help them to reduce the gap
prevailing between teachers and students due to less competencies displayed by teachers
with poor teaching methods. Hence, it was suggested to conduct more subtle comparative
studies on teaching methods in ancient pirivena education and modern schools for
developing the insights of each other regarding the teaching methods.

Keywords: epistles, Kotte period, learning teaching process, traditional ancient
pirivena education
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