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Abstract

Since the ancient time of Sri Lanka, conflict management
has been recognized as the main task of the state as it
closely associates with the governance of the state and,
thereby development process, administration, economy
and culture of the state. This study attempted to
investigate the conflict management strategies adopted
by the local rulers of Rohana. In this connection, the
study specifically focused on three points — 1) identify
the conflicts and their nature faced by the local rulers,
2) explore the adopted strategies to manage the conflicts
and 3) study the outcomes of the adopted conflict
management strategies. Ancient literary sources such
as Mahavamsa, Sinhala Bodhivamsa, and Dhatuvamsa,
as well as the inscriptions in the southern region of
Kusalanakanda, Kirinda, and Akurugoda, and the
research works carried out by later scholars, were
analyzed comparatively. The study revealed that the
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local rulers of Rohana have adopted various conflict management strategies for
gaining, consolidating, retaining, and expanding power and, in cases where conflicts
have arisen, efforts have been made to prevent the spread of those conflicts. By
building religious monuments, following the policy of Dharmavijaya, and winning
the loyalty of religious leaders, these local rulers have tried to gain the respectability
of the rulers of Anuradhapura. Local rulers have also used the marital relationship
among the rulers as a strategy to conflict management. Moreover, the powerful rulers
of Anuradhapura have deployed their representatives to prevent Rohana kingdom
from rising powerfully, maintaining its security. Thus, the study concluded that
the conflict management strategies adopted by the rulers of the Rohana have led to
improve the survivability of the local Kingdom as well as improving its unity.

Keywords: conflict management, governance, strategy, regional kingdoms.
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