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Categorization of Simhalese Fire Arms
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Acco:"tJiirg io c$tnnioil literarl'soul'ces. tire histcrl,oi'fir*^arn-: usage i:i Sri I-a:ika started rr,iti:

the intervelttir-tr: of PofiLlguese in I6ti'c+ittur'-\'. Nei,ertlieless. scine uneeclared Scrirt<:s. lvhich

i'.,65 belonging to 13C2. i389 anC 1466 AD afid l)*ntlsadeni Asns aisc rel,eal that ihe firear*r

usage yl,'as availabie in Sri Lanka sinee lStl'century. Hori,ever. the arrir,ai of Foftugr-rese \vas a

sigr,lfrcant phase in diversifica.tion of Sinhalese fircarr:'ls and its usage. in Kandyal period.

tlrere r.vere different types of firean*s such as Kai Tuvakku, i-)ikTuvakku. Gingals alias ilirti
Ttnrtkktt, At Tutakktr" Kodi Tuvakku, Kala Toffakkzt, Kcu"a Tut,ctkku, Maka ?-utakku and

Pedaran€ru T'uvakku. Each tyFe ol fr:'eaims hac! inherent firing/l6sk systeixs and

characteristics and ihey have ef{bctively lnf'luenceri {rn rhe iarer evolution of rnodem guns.

During ti:e Kand;'.6n perioii. there rvcre mass production olfrreanls anrl used se;:ial nui:rbers.

in rhe Kend,v.'an perici most of the u'ars took piace in fcrts, e:talrlished in jungles e.nci thc

Ka*dyan ai'rnt'used \\,eapons, rvhich was highlS, mobiiized a*d had a hlgirei rate of tiring ar:d

rvorking rtith lin:ited resources. Gini Tuluk*'ti was ti'ie finest anci n:cst eiiective r.r,eapoir ina<ie

by the Kandyan anliy even tlie Dutch r.vas so irnpiessed r.vith this gui: rh(), calii:d it as

grassi':opper guii. 'I-he giiir was fasv t* rnan*fbcture since ii did n*t ir.ave cor:ipiicatei

cLui-tpOnents. The rncst impo:tant fleaii;re cf Gllri Tut*ki:u rvas ti-le cciagonai ,rr hexagci:al

barel,-w!:ricl: s':ade the barre! get coci laster and itid noi fire singie rrra-;ectiles bui flred

several s:nall prc'iqct!ies iike siroi'tir:g iii.,rn nuinber 4 or nunrhei'6 ,.a;:riae*s f.rcn: a she-.$ giin.

Several firing sysierns us*d r':!th gr.irr povr,der i:.ke Vri!* -t,edi. ]rfahc {,'edi. !}um ?'rdi, Srir*

l/edi. 7-cttut'u ?'erii, Gs! i:eCi- Gini rt,'ed: *rrd l,'ti!i {;'cdi si:i,;e i}amb*deiri Perioci. F*rther.

C;"eiiades {-horn'i;s a)ias,l'.}l i}i{u,\, H.ccicets iiiak!;* E1r)" l-o:;ic Gas 1?'is*dulii *nd Tel;ss.tfe5

{Ar$rurr:xi} also used fr.x' u'ars in Kandl'an period. acccr"ding tc son;e undec}ared lirerary

scltrces. This research paper" pays atterliolr io categcriz* eli fire;irms. i,viricii w,'ere rs*cl in Sri

Lanka.
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