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Abstract

| The tradztional knowledge and Sri Lankans’ rich cultural heritage rest with the lowest casres
in the Sinhala caste hierarchy. A bulk of the traditional knowledge relating to pottery, cane
crafl, mat weaving, making of different types of drums, jewelry making, brass work, stone
‘work, making of whisks, continue to be pEsessed by respective caste groups which are typi-
‘cally at the bottom of the caste hzerarc}w Similarly smith caste ( Navandanna) plays a signifi-
‘cant role in Traditional Handicrafis in Sinhala Society in the form of art, temple paintings,
‘and making ornaments of various kinds. These elements of traditional knowledge and tradi-
‘tional cultural expressions are facing multiple problems due to external threats, such as
globalization and increased complenon from mass production of artifacts on the one hand
‘and internal prablems such as moving away from these crafts and cultural expressions by
‘young generations in the relevant castes. In spite of these difficulties some of the traditional.
‘crafis such as " Laksha Industry” has still preserved 1o admire. Around the laksha industry it
‘has their own traditional cultural expressions that have achieved an iconic s:gmf icance for

Exdent _[vmg and dlsplaymg the Smhalese culture
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