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Abstract

This paper discusses mainly the unique creations consisting of ornaments made out of shells
by Mesolithic humans in Sri Lanka. These objects have q history going back to approximalely
40,000 years from lhe present and are commonly found from rock cqves and shelters in wet
zone rainforests inhabited by this stone qge man. The beads, dated about 37,000 1,bp,
createdfrom sea andfresh water shells qre the objects ofart among the artifacts discovered
from Batadomba cave qt Kuruvita. The following prehistoric sites are also important for
beads: 38,000 ybp. Fa-Hien cqve at BulattsinghalZ,'31,000 ybp.Belilena at Kitutgala, 14,"000
ybp.Potgul-lena at Alowalq, 12,000 ybp.BellanbandiPalessq at lldqwalqwa National Park
and 6,0A0ybp.Pothana cqve at Sigiriya
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oOd eoQ E q1E qrad dOc qA€l
qcSocoOa} opOa: o1d6o@ @co:O uDaE

oet,: tsr€,Ec: eo18o (Deraniyagala 1992,
Perera 201 0, @o:o@alg-qcdOE coo qQesc6

201,2).

gcd o06oc8ro goc,:O qc.ld
oocdoO6lgaJoorrl Eb@o e€,qulc 6c
er0d
@ gotocoO gcd od6oc8zo goco qctsaJa:
Oeooa'J Oeed @@cer:: oqnd r:@6 q1o
gdncsO QoOa OtO o@ 0o: EO
qz::cOd6or E q,.ra (@zs:o@alg-qcdO8 cso
qQzoc6 2Ot2). o@O ocrd$o €8c,:
a@ocqaro ESo@ Q qe: E€u.i
esboc$e<rcso ocdaxs zodo: g{o{ gOco:
Ooocsr} @ OOoqc@ogan, oc-Ecea} o6a:
oc oocdq6f oe?r coa.) gcd odEoc8zo
Occeddca::o@tll 6q oocdo0€ zoOOO€zrJ
EU@o cr€q5rc oc eOd oO. 6 @orDco.O
@Or E6c gooc$ Eg @co:Ocec Eb@c6c:
zD€ rJgqac eoc oOd qred qoar4d
Eode EbOcs EgAq O, qcOcbcs SdczrJ
qld-6oog ASrJ 1992 Q d8tl Prehistory
of Sri Lanka: an Ecological Perspective
a@ gaJOocSd, gzr.J qa:qd1 O Ocod 2010

Q qcocbcs E@gf ooobdc 68aJ d8tr
Prehistoric Sri Lanka, late Pleistocene
rockshelters and an open-air site o:@
gzrldoc$ri} Sdodcd@zo O zodlE! qdOc
q1o Deraniy agala 1992, P ereru 20 I 0).

@ gozocoO @Or Egc groood @carOcsc
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8g tod@zrJ oOEa Og"oocOO qcroa'Jar

edoe gcd od8oc8ro OcaddcarocoaJ
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OO zsl8@ o@oeocsOg 6oar qcOcbcs
6o6f oesobdc qo ooo rsocea': eQ. o@
oo: EO Eqrcd@zo O oga,rco'our gzococsO
od ozocO eplE ogqa,c oc oOd qA6EJ
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(bivalvia) o@rJ @ nE oQod qdar
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o@cQal 6,dE?D E qrr. OOoqcOogorlJ 5
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17,000roo rocgEbocs E ei6 ([maximum
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Scsar' oo@zoQ ozocOa6z# 6@ g
OOgczocd ogcqocO gozld dOcSaJ
oOa,JOuJo:rJ dE Boa qcdoc$ gnc 8g@
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dlreca 8. 66Qeo$ oaat Pqludomus c'orol} qcod eOgfog4eoal EU@o oOoo. oeodr0el oe5!
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(dccecdlo-q8.Od. @qoccsto)

Sri Lanka galdod dtooosg 55 (19) eC,
6poO o')coo q1rl. do o$ O qldod
OooqcOogu'r 5 Oal €oo€Sroa6o do6oc:E
(Deraniyagala,1992).
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coodzoaBa cSodocsuJ o$ O q1o.
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