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The HIV/AIDS por,:e;;'ric is in;rea;ing fu'o*gh<;ut south A.sia. Sri Lanka has a
low prevalence of the epi,Jemi; a.rid aniy iess thal {;.19i, of the population is infected.
However, concentrated ttlv ei-rdetui{s arncitg f*in:rie s.*x workers, homosexuals, and drug
users and their sexual par'trierd ral-1n*t oe :-,rled *ut. 'ft':s steirario is highly probable due to
the existence of high tranimis:,;i*n s+fings for IIIY :r the country such as prisons and

correctional facilities, Whec lhrr*' ir, iiigk oe(rurr€nce i:L drug usage and unsafe sex, people

have a higher risk to I.IIi' expasr:r'r arid ere *ften ihe most difficult to raach because

homosexuality and drug us,; drt +e thei:-r, unriergrouqd.

This study was co:rducieii fi *;-n Nol,einl:er .1C{i'7 ta November 2008. The cbjective
of the study was to assess rhe ilwareress abcut F{iV/AIDS lisk sex behavior and to assess

vulnerability of infection :c I{I\',/AIIiS amcng prison irunares in AnuraChapura" A rapid
situation response assesstl-ent i{as r.:nriu*ted fsr 50 *ntg users in prison. Of these, 45
prisoners had no knowie"lg* r.b*ut higir rsk sax b*havior, and they had never used

condomsduringsexualint,:yctl.:;.rse.Fi:rryniitepriscnel.sdidnctknowaboutthespreadof
HIV/AIDS and 39 were rot a';'p*is a.iioi.:t rlIV,rAIDS" Inlerventions to redu,;e the risk of
sexual behavior such as eiemciis$ari*n cf co::doni l:rie, awareness progralns, and safer
practices were conducted. irin:il1', aii 5G prisonels agre*d to do blood tests ior HIV/AIDS.
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