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Knovrled6e ef the Sr': Lirnkan firgal flora is incompiete and the

published data available rrt pr€5€:{ii. eie sca.nty anrl se*.ttered. Idence, there is an urgent need

fbr a national collection ;:1" fiingi, {1""1,rioplli6nt *f e deta base and a focal point for
mycological activities in iha couiri"rl ,r"ra.ining a:rd exp'r:rtise in mushroom iientifrcation is
very essential. The total fung,ri flora in;ire ',vsrld ir-: e;timaied to be about 1,5 rnillion of
which only a small fraction (7%) arci:mi 75,000 is i<r,:wn tcriay. The total native fungal
flora in Sri Lanka could be alcuad- :j5,000 species and apan from this many species have

been introduced with fooc, i:1=t:reiiarl and ornarnenta.l pla;tts. However, .!ust over 2000
species are known at preseilt,

In this study, the fungr +'r;* ;rlkcte'd rnosiiy arouad the Rajarata University
specifically in the Mihlntai,: area. Th,* cclle*iion sites r.,'ere selected randomly, and include
several types of ecosysten;s rucir e,'; rho',re clo,',e to a iieshrvater pond, a grassiand and a

forest. Collections were nlirde dt'ii:g the rainy sealon ftora November to February 2006
and 2007. The collected fur,gi ,iaboui 55 specirn*r'r) hr:ve been counted and elassified into
several categories according t+ iL,e;J ni.nphological fbatures, The mushroorns and other
fungi collected in this strri3' irreiud,r lhose wiil: a prcrninerrt stipe and a cap, stink horns,

earth stars, bird nests, bracket fungi. en:rai fuegi, puff balls, ;up fungi, eramp balls, ear like
fungi, and finger-like furrgi" 'llire fun;i coikrcted ha're tnany advantages such as utilization
for medicinal purposes, fcr ;osiir.i"tics aild- f-ar sc,me irdurtries such as the paint industry,
edible fungi, and for use a:r Cecrtml)ssers,
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