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Abstract

The Lihiniyagala Rajamaha Vihara and its surrounding caves which
contain primitive style paintings are situated in the Saresumthanna
Grama Niladari Division of the Walapane Divisional Secratariat of the
Nuwera Eliya District. Although these paintings have been recorded
previously, this research aims to conduct a thorough detailed study on
these paintings. The Lihiniyagala Rajamaha Vihara, situated at the
catchment of the Belihul Oya dates back to the centuries before the
Christian era, as evident from the ancient Brahmi inscription found
below the drip-ledge of the cave containging the Image house. The
devotion of the public to this temple from its inception in acient times to
the present is evident from its Kadnyan style paintings and the lively
relationship with the people. The cave with the Primitve Style paintings
is found in a distance of about 400 meters to the northwest of the temple

but due to the steep depression from the temple, the path runs for about
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a kilometer to the site. Situated in a natural cave cluster, these paintings
can be found upon entering the first cave in an area measuring 1.70
meters in length and 0.48 meters in breadth. From the ground level to
the center of the surface of the paintings is 2 meters. Around 15
primitive paintings can be identified here with 8 paintings taking the
form of human figures. Out of these figures, the largest measures 29
centimeters in height and 17 centimeters in width. These figures in
human form appear to be in an active nature. By observing its features,
it could be determined that these were painted using the fingers. This
research did not go into a deep study of the pigments of these paintings,
but a close observation by the naked-eye revealed it to be bright light
pink in colour. These paintings can be placed in three periods; the
historical period i, the historical period ii, and the modern period. This
research would not focus in detailed study on the modern period.

Keywords: Primitive style, Cave paintings, Human figures,
Lihiniyagala, Central highlands
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